
Getting Around 
There are two access points to the Summit Trail. 

For the intermediate start, begin at the Skiosk and make 
your way up the Summit T-Bar line until tower 4, take a 
left and follow the Village Trail to 5 Ways. 

Alternatively for more advanced walkers, start at Mueller's 
Trail located at the footbridge over the East Tanjil River 
situated at the bottom of the Maltese Cross T-Bar. A steep 
climb (advanced) is encountered for the initial 600m until 
you reach 5 Ways, located at the Village Trail/Summit 
Trail intersection. 

Once at 5 Ways, follow the Summit Trail to the summit of 
Mt Baw Baw. This will lead you to Mueller's Lookout and 
the Summit Cairn picnic areas. Stop for a rest, have a 
snack or some lunch and admire the view. Continue to 
follow the Summit trail back to the Village. 

This is a moderate to difficult walk with some short 
steep sections along the summit ridge, approx 
2.5kms. At a leisurely pace it should take a 
moderately fit person approximately 2-3hrs to 
complete with stops along the way. 

Silver Daisy, Snow Daisy {Celmisia spp.) 

Summit Trail 
The Summit trail takes you on a meandering climb to the 
summit of Mt Baw Baw (elevation 1564m) through Snow 
Gum woodland. Mt Baw Baw is the second highest peak 
on the Baw Baw Plateau. Situated at the summit is the 
historic cairn used as a survey reference in 1903. 

Along the trail you'll find several picnic areas and many 
varieties of native flora and fauna. Three picnic areas 
including Mueller's Lookout, Summit Cairn and Downey's 
are perfect for resting and enjoying views over lunch or a 
quick snack. 

Mueller's Lookout and picnic area, named after the first 
European to climb Mt Baw Baw, Baron Ferdinand von 
Mueller, provides magnificent views of Mt St Phillack, St 
Phillack saddle and Mt St Gwinear. In the distance to the 
northeast is the Snowy Range & Bennison High Plains. 
To the North is Mt Buller and Mt Stirling. Further along 
the trail is the Summit Cairn picnic area which provides 
stunning views of the Strzelecki Ranges and the LaTrobe 
Valley. This is a heritage-listed site, please respect it for 
future generations and refrain from climbing the cairn. 

Heading down valley you'll find Downey's picnic area 
secluded amongst snow gums and home to the Sooty 
Owl. As you relax on the tables you'll notice a unique 
blend of new and burnt out snowgums. These burnt 
snowgums are a product of the 1939 fires also known as 
"The Black Friday Bushfires" and are now home to the 
Sooty Owl and various other birds. The Sooty Owl is 
extremely rare and has been spotted at dusk. 

Along the trail near the summit, look for the Cascade 
Everlasting and, near the intersection of Summit and 
LaTrobe trails, the Wax-berry. This shrub is rare to the 
area and produces a waxy, white-pink berry that forms in 
mid to late summer. 

Reference: 

Strickland, Kathie and Peter (1997). Sub- Alpine Flora of the 
Baw Baw Plateau Victoria, Kareelah, Victoria 

This publication is for sale at the Village Central Retail Shop. 
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Be Ready, Be Prepared 
Before heading out on any trip onto the plateau it is 
advisable that you read and adhere to the important 
points set out on this page. 

This will not only ensure that your trip is an enjoyable 
one but will help in the environmental management of 
this unique area for future generations 

Subalpine vegetations extremely fragile and takes years to 
regenerate, please: 

• Remain on formed trails at all times to save 
trampling sensitive vegetation. 

• Refrain from lighting fires and we advocate the use 
of fuel stoves only. 

• Let someone know before you go and contact them 
on your return. Trip Intention Forms are available 
from the Resort Administration Office. 

• Weather on the plateau can deteriorate rapidly and 
snow can occur at any time of the year. Please 
ensure that you are carrying the appropriate clothing 
before you setting out on your trip. 

• Please use toilets where provided, if not please bury 
waste at least 100m from any water course. 

• Carry it in, Carry it out. Please dispose of rubbish 
(including cigarette butts) in the appropriate bins 
provided. 

• Please preserve heritage for the future. Do not climb 
on the cairn. 

• Leave No Trace. 

Please recycle and help us to reduce paper waste, by 
returning this flyer to where you picked it up. 

For more information visit the Resort Administration Office 
or call 1300 651 136 

www.mountbawbaw.com.au 
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Candle Heath (Richea continentis) Mt Baw Baw Summit Cairn 

Mt Baw Baw was first ascended 
in 1860 by the renowned 
naturalist Baron Ferdinand Von 
Mueller to study the flora and 
fauna of the Baw Baw Plateau. 
F o l l o w i n g F e r d i n a n d ' s 
exploration, there was an ever 
increasing presence on the Baw 
Baw Plateau and 1870 the Mt 
Baw Baw Cairn (Pictured) was 
erected on the Summit of Mt 
Baw Baw to be used as a 
reference point for part of a 
Geodetic Coastal Survey of 
Victoria. 


